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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 5955 
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TAGS: PORG, PFOR, EG, PK, AF 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT DAOUD INTERVIEWED BY EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST 

REF: KABUL 5864 

1 . AUGUST 5 EDITION OF KABUL TIMES CARRIED TRANS- 
CRIPTION/TRANSLATION OF RECENT (UNDATED) INTERVIEW OF 
PRESIDENT DAOUD BY EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST JAMIL AREF. 

INTERVIEW IS LONG ON CULTURAL BONDS AND REMINISCENCES 
(AREF ACCOMPANIED NASSER TO KABUL 21 YEARS AGO), BUT 
BREAKS NO NEW GROUND. DOUD DID, HOWEVER?: MAKE 
STATEMENTS ON NON-ALIGNMENT, THE COLOMBO SUMMIT, AND 
HIS FORTHCOMING VISIT TO ISLAMABAD. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO LENGTHY QUESTIONS ON NON- 
ALIGNMENT, DAOUD'S ANSWERS WERE TERSE BUT CONSISTENT 
WITH POSITIONS TAKEN IN JOINT COMMUNIQUES ISSUED DURING 
JULY VISITS OF INDIRA GANDHI AND INDONESIAN 

FON MIN MALIK (KABUL 5267, 5304). ASKED IF THOSE 

VISITS RELATED TO "GIVING NEUTRALITY A GREATER DEPTH", 
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DAOUD INDICATED INCOMPREHENSION, STATED THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NEUTRALITY IS ALWAYS THE SAME THING, AND REFERRED 
JOURNALIST TO BANDUNG AND BELGRADE CONFERENCES. 

IN RESPONSE TO LENGTHY "QUESTION" ABOUT 
ROMANIAN UNSUITABILITY FOR NAM MEMBERSHIP, DAOUD 
SIMPLY STATED THAT THE DEFINITION OF NON-ALIGNMENT 
IS CLEAR. 

3. JOURNALIST EXPRESSED EGYPT'S PLEASURE 

THAT PAKISTANI P.M. BHUTTO HAD VISITED AFGHANISTAN 
AND THAT TALKS TOWARD IMPROVED RELATIONS TOOK PLACE. 
HE ASKED IF DAOUD WILL VISIT PAKISTAN AFTER 
ATTENDING THE COLOMBO SUMMIT, AND HOW THE TALKS WILL 
DEAL WITH SENSITIVE ISSUE OF "PUSHTUN AND BALUCH 
PEOPLES' PROBLEMS." DAOUD STATED THAT HE WOULD 
ATTEND COLOMBO IF POSSIBLE AND WOULD VISIT 
PAKISTAN ON HIS RETURN "IF THE ATMOSPHERE WERE 
FAVORABLE." HE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY COMMENT ON 
PUSHTUN AND BALUCH QUESTION AND IN REPLY TO ANOTHER 
QUERY STATED THE RESUMPTION OF AIR LINKS BETWEEN 
PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN HAD NOT YET BEEN DISCUSSED. 

4. COMMENT: INTERVIEW PROVIDED FIRST AFGHAN 
VEHICLE FOR PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT THAT DAOUD WOULD 
PROBABLY ATTEND COLOMBO SUMMIT AND VISIT PAKISTAN 
ON HIS RETURN. REFTEL REPORTED INFORMATION SUBSE- 
QUENT TO PUBLICATION OF INTERVIEW THAT DAOUD MIGHT 
NOT ATTEND COLOMBO. HOWEVER, DEP. FON. MIN 
ABDULLAH TOLD AMBASSADOR PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE 
FOR COLOMBO AUGUST 9 THAT IT WAS ONCE AGAIN "80 PCT." 
CERTAIN THAT PRESIDENT DAOUD WOULD ATTEND COLOMBO 
SUMMIT. 
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